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10.5 COUNCIL CHAMBERS: AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of its obligations under the new Model Code 

of Meeting Practice to live stream Council meetings and to seek direction as to Councils 

preference for a venue for future Council Meetings as well as a budget provision if 

necessary. 

2. Background 

It is expected that the new Model Code of Meeting Practice (Code) - refer Report 10.4 - will 

come into effect for Bogan Shire Council in January 2026. 

The Code includes, at Clauses 5.36 and 5.38 the following provisions: 

5.36 Each meeting of the council or a committee of the council is to be recorded by means 

of an audio-visual device. 

5.38 The recording of a meeting is to be made publicly available on the council’s website 

at the same time as the meeting is taking place. 

3. Discussion 

As the Bogan Shire Council Chambers are not currently set up with suitable equipment, the 

requirement to live-stream Council meetings means that Council will need to determine 

whether to: 

a) Hold future Council meetings at the Bogan Shire Youth and Community Centre, or 

b) Provide a budget for the installation of audio-visual equipment for the Bogan Shire 

Council Chambers and have this installed prior to the first Council meeting of 2026. 

The main meeting room at the Bogan Shire Youth and Community Centre is currently being 

fitted with audio-visual capability as part of the Centre’s Resources for Regions funded 

projects. There may be some benefits attached to holding Council meetings at the Centre 

including better facilities and public spaces. 

The installation of a basic audio-visual capability in the Council Chambers, incorporating a 

fixed camera at the northern end of the Chambers is estimated to be $10,000 based on 

preliminary enquiries. 

It is recommended that Council consider whether to hold Council meetings at the Bogan 

Shire Youth and Community Centre or remain at the Council Chambers. If the decision to 

remain at the Council Chambers, then Council will need to resolve that a budget of $10,000 

be allocated to installation of audio-visual equipment for the Council Chambers as part of 

the first budget review. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

For Council’s consideration.  
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10.6 CHRISTMAS - NEW YEAR CLOSURE 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council’s approval for the closure of Council offices 

and services over the Christmas/New Year holiday period and to set a date for the December 

Council Meeting and Christmas Party. 

2. Background 

As a long-established practice in common with other Councils, Bogan Shire Council has 

closed its Council offices and certain services between Christmas and New Year. 

At its meeting on 24 October 2024 Council resolved as follows: 

1. That Council closes the Shire administration offices as well as the Library, from 

Monday 23 December 2024 to Friday 3 January 2025 inclusive, and advises the 

community accordingly.    

2. That Council closes the Bogan Shire Early Learning Centre, Bogan Shire Medical 

Centre and Bogan Shire Youth and Community Centre between Monday 23 

December 2024 and Friday 3 January 2025 and informs the community 

accordingly.   

3. That the December Ordinary Council Meeting takes place at 9am on Thursday 12 

December 2024.  

4. That the Bogan Shire Council Christmas Party take place between 12.00pm and 

3.00pm on Thursday 12 December 2024, involving all Councillors, Staff and their 

partners, and that Council covers the cost of this event. 

5. Discussion 

Christmas Day and Boxing Day fall on a Thursday and Friday, with Thursday 25 December 

and Friday 26 December 2025 being declared Public Holidays.  New Years Day falls on a 

Thursday, with Thursday 1 January 2026 being declared a Public Holiday.   

Customary practice is to close the Council offices as well as other services during the 

Christmas and New Year break. 

This would mean that the Shire Administration Offices, Youth and Community Centre, 

Library and Medical Centre will be closed between 22 December 2025 and 2 January 2026.  

The Bogan Shire Early Learning Centre closes over this period for their annual shutdown 

and clean, which will be between 18 December 2025 and 9 January 2026. 

It has previously been suggested that the December Council Meetings be held at 9.00am, 

and the most suitable date in December 2025 is Thursday 18 December. 

It has been the practice in the past to have a combined Councillor/Staff Christmas Party 

from 12.00pm to 3.00pm on the day of the December Council Meeting, with Council covering 

the cost of this event. 
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6. Attachments 

Nil 

7. Recommendation 

1. That Council closes the Shire administration offices as well as the Bogan Shire Youth 

and Community Centre, Library and Bogan Shire Medical Centre between Monday 

22 December 2025 and Friday 2 January 2026 and advises the community 

accordingly. 

2. That the December Ordinary Council Meeting takes place at 9.00am on Thursday 18 

December 2025. 

3. That the Bogan Shire Council Christmas Party take place between 12.00pm and 

3.00pm on Thursday 18 December 2025, involving all Councillors, Staff and their 

partners, and that Council covers the cost of this event. 
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10.7 DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026 RECESS 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the option of going into recess during 

December 2025/January 2026. 

2. Background 

Council has in the recent past not held an Ordinary Monthly Meeting in January. 

3. Discussion 

It is common for Councils to go into recess over the holiday season.  At that time of year a 

number of people, including Councillors and staff take holidays.  Generally speaking, this is 

a quieter period for Government, suppliers and professional advisors as well, resulting in 

less need for Council decision-making than at other times of the year. 

Not having regular meetings can result in delays in decision-making.  Council has previously, 

subject to the limitations in Section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993, delegated certain 

Council functions, including making decisions that would otherwise be made by Council, to 

the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager collectively for this period – with Councillors 

to be contacted and consulted if practical.  These decisions should be reported to the Council 

at its first meeting in the New Year. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That Council:  

1. Goes into recess from Friday 19 December 2025 until Friday 30 January 2026 and 

consequently does not have an Ordinary Meeting during January 2026.  

 

2. Pursuant to and subject to the limitations of Section 377 of the Local Government 

Act, Council grants authority to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager, to 

collectively make decisions on behalf of Council during this recess period, with 

Councillors to be consulted if practical.   

 

3. Any such decisions are to be reported to the Council at its first meeting in 2026. 
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11 PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORTS 

11.1 BOGAN SHIRE EARLY LEARNING CENTRE TERM 3 REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the activities and statistics of the operation 

of the Bogan Shire Early Learning Centre (ELC). 

2. Background 

At the end of each term a report is provided to Council on the activities and statistics of the 
Bogan Shire Early Learning Centre (ELC).  

3. Discussion 

Usage Capacity  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Ave 

July 25  60% 78% 79% 69% 69% 70% 

August 25 60% 78% 78% 68% 68% 70% 

September 25 60% 79% 80% 68% 70% 71% 

 

The numbers are a percentage of the 59 places available daily at the service – This time 

last year, the percentages were based on a license capacity of 43 children per day. 

Staffing 

The ELC capacity has been growing steadily with a number of staff having completed their 

Certificate III qualifications. There have also been a couple of staff signing up to study their 

Diploma qualifications. The three new School Based Trainees from Nyngan High School 

started with the Service this quarter. Further recruitment of vacant positions will continue 

over the coming months to meet the increase in child enrolments. 

Waitlist 

The waitlist continues to grow at the service with 42 families currently waiting future 

placement. The waitlist numbers indicate solid future enrolment figures as most families are 

not looking for placement until the start of the new year. The children on the waitlist are also 

largely populated by Nursery children aged 0-2 years. 

Departmental Approvals/ Regulation Changes 

Earlier in the year, sweeping national reforms were enacted to strengthen child safety in 

early childhood education and care (ECEC) services across Australia and these were 

designed to protect children from harm. 

As of 1 September 2025, the Education and Care Services National Regulations were 

amended and came into effect.  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 23 October 2025 

 

Item 11.1 Page 195 

Three key changes now apply:  

1. Services must have a policy and procedures around digital technologies and online 

environments, including the use of CCTV.  

2. The timeframe to notify the regulatory authority of any incidents or allegations of 

physical or sexual abuse of a child while at an education and care reduces from 7 days 

to 24 hours.  

3. Services will need to be free of vaping substances and devices.  

From 1 January 2026, the National Quality Standard will also be updated to strengthen 

wording around children’s safety and its direct link to quality. 

Changes to Regulation 168 specifically relates to implementing policies and procedures 

around the safe use of digital technologies and online environments at the service. However, 

these changes have also meant that specific wording under Regulation 168 and National 

Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health and Safety (National Quality Framework) has been 

required to be updated in the majority of our existing policies as well as new policies being 

developed. The new policies are “Safe use of digital technologies and online environments” 

and a “Reportable Conduct Policy”. 

The new policies outline the new Regulations as well as the procedure around the storage 

and destruction of photos and the procedure that the ELC follows to ensure compliance with 

the National Model Code for Taking Images or Videos of Children while Providing Early 

Childhood Education and Care (National Model Code) and the guidelines of the new policy.  

There will more changes to come with the National Quality Framework currently being re-

written and coming into effect on 1 January 2026. 

Recent Activities  

The ELC staff have been working hard to increase their knowledge and extend their own 

learning. Professional Development opportunities in Key Word Sign, Digital Safety and Road 

Safety have been offered to staff and completed by the majority. These Professional 

Development opportunities allow staff to further increase their knowledge around specific 

areas and implement these practices into their programs across the service. 

The staff continue to observe the setup of their rooms and determine if they allow for 

thoughtful use and relevance to the children’s day. Critical Reflections have been completed 

around some transitions including lunch time in the nursery room. Critical Reflection has 

become an embedded practice in the service with each room completing their own 

reflections as a team and monthly critical reflection as an entire working group. 

Our Bilby’s room (3-5yo) attended the NAIDOC opening ceremony as an excursion – the 

children really enjoyed the dancing and the music. 

The ELC staff also held their own entertainment show case, followed by morning tea with 

some members of the LALC on Wednesday 17 September. Staff and Management look 

forward to further developing the relationship between the  ELC and LALC. 
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Two ELC staff attended the NAIDOC Community Day at Rotary Park along with two 

additional staff from other areas of Council. They provided face painting and some 

entertainment for the children. 

Children and Families  

Families of the ELC have been given the opportunity to partake in surveys each month, 

covering topics such as our seasonal menus, programming, and enrolment process. These 

survey responses are reviewed to observe any common areas of concern that can be 

addressed. All feedback is valued and used to improve in the areas surveyed on. 

The ELC now has a “transition” process and procedure for children moving from one room 

to another (due to their age). This includes information given to parents before their child is 

due to move and the opportunity for the children and families to spend time in the new room, 

forming relationships with the educators and other peers. This ensures that we provide as 

smooth a transition as possible when the time comes, for both the children and their families. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That the Early Learning Centre report be received and noted. 
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11.2 BOGAN BUSH MOBILE – TERM 3 REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council on the Term 3 2025 activities of the Bogan 

Bush Mobile service. 

2. Background 

At the end of each term a report is provided to Council on the activities and statistics of the 

Bogan Bush Mobile service. 

3. Discussion 

Term 3 - 2025 

July – September 

Statistics: 

Total Children Enrolled:  Children 66, Families 53 

Term Attendance:   51 Children 

Term Sessions:  46 

Term Total KM’S:  8510 

Current Areas being visited: 

Marthaguy, Marra, Mungery, Trangie, Girilambone, Tottenham, Duck Creek and Collie.  

Term 3 Activities:  

Staffing arrangements  

Throughout Term 3, the team continued to work well together, using Critical Reflections on 

their practices and observations to guide the children’s educational programming. With an 

exceptional focus on community, children’s interests, and children’s goals they have 

successfully created a sense of welcome and belonging that can often be difficult to capture. 

This focus has also been carried through for the children attending the play sessions, which 

is an outstanding achievement.  

Recent activities 

The BBM team was visited by assessors from the Department of Education on Friday 26 

September, and a ‘compliance spot check’ was conducted on the Collie Long Day Care 

Session. Assessors are required to visit the venues, assess the setup of the venue, speak 

with parents and educators, and observe and assess interactions between educators, 

children, families, and team members. 

The Manager Children’s Services was also interviewed and asked to provide relevant 

evidence and documentation covered under the ‘compliance spot check’ to demonstrate the 

Service was meeting the requirements. The Critical Reflections and embedding of staff 

practices was also evidenced and documented by the Department’s assessment officers. 
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The officers spoke so highly of the team and what they have been able to achieve given 

they are required to bring all of the resources and equipment with them in the BBM vehicle, 

set up for the session, run the session and then pack up the session for each visit, noting 

that the Collie Long Day Care Session runs only once per week. 

The BBM remains fully compliant with no breaches being issued and high praise for the 

service and the high level of education and care it offers to communities that would otherwise 

have to travel for childcare. 

The team are currently discussing their rural session Christmas parties with input being 

collected from community and the children. 

Changes to BBM play session and day-care sessions 

The BBM staff and Manager Children’s Services are always on the lookout for additional 

locations, other towns or villages that have an identified need or that could benefit from the 

BBM Service being delivered. 

The weekly Collie Long Day Care sessions, which were implemented at the beginning of 

this year continue to be a success with families maintaining their use of these sessions.  

Regular electronic surveys are used to allow for families to provide feedback on the play 

sessions they currently attend. Collected feedback is then used to determine any changes 

that are needed. 

The Bogan Bush Mobile service continues to regularly advertise what they do and where 

they currently operate, inviting suggestions, feedback or community interest for other 

locations that may benefit from the service. 

There are no major changes identified in locations and delivery of service for term 4. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That the Bogan Bush Mobile report be received and noted. 
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11.3 BOGAN SHIRE MEDICAL CENTRE PATIENT BILLING OPTIONS 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider to stop charging gap fees at the Bogan 

Shire Medical Centre and resume 100% Bulk Billing for all patients.  

2. Background 

Council adopted the 2024/2025 Operational Plan and Budget, which included the 

introduction of gap fees for the first time for certain Medicare item numbers for those patients 

who were not Commonwealth Concession Card holders or children under 16 years. 

The gap fees currently being charged are for the following Medicare item numbers:  

• Item 23 (Standard 15min consultation) - $41.50 gap fee  

• Item 36 (Consultation plus, for e.g. tests, between 20 and 40min) - $52.00 gap fee 

• Item 44 (Consultation plus, for e.g. tests, over 40min) - $62.50 gap fee 

It is important to note that these are on the lower range of gap fees charged by similar practices. 

No gap fees are charged for pension or concession card holders and there is no gap fee for 

Chronic Disease Management (CDM) or health assessment appointments so as not to 

disincentivise patients. 

3. Discussion 

The Federal Government has announced the following changes to bulk billing incentives 

from 1 November 2025: 

1. Universal eligibility for bulk billing incentives 

From 1 November 2025, all Medicare-eligible patients (not just children, pensioners 

or concession card holders) will qualify when their GP bulk bills an “eligible” 

service. 

2. Bulk Billing Practice Incentive Program (BBPIP) 

A new quarterly incentive of 12.5% of the MBS benefit from eligible services, paid 

to practices that bulk bill every eligible services for all Medicare-eligible patients. 

The objectives of the Government’s changes are to support GPs and GP Practices to 

provide bulk billed care, reinforce primary care as the first point of contact within the health 

system, and make it easier for patients to access affordable care where cost is not a barrier 

to access.  

Based on specialist financial advice received, income generated at the Bogan Shire Medical 

Centre should increase by between $50,000 and $100,000 per annum if the Practice reverts 

to 100% bulk billing for all patients from 1 November 2025. 
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Additional benefits of reverting to 100% bulk billing include less administration time and cost, 

as well as increased patient/community goodwill as 24% of our patients will not be required 

to make their own payments. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That Council ceases charging gap fees at the Bogan Shire Medical Centre after Friday 31 

October 2025 and resumes 100% Bulk Billing for all patients in order to access the Federal 

Government’s new Bulk Billing Incentive payments. 
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11.4 LITTLE WINGS - MEDICAL WINGS PAEDIATRIC SERVICES 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information on the Little Wings – Medical 

Wings Paediatric Services (visiting clinics) and for Council to consider ways in which this 

service can be financially supported to be delivered in Nyngan. 

2. Background 

Little Wings supports rural and remote communities by flying volunteer paediatricians to 

deliver free and unlimited paediatric clinics for families. These clinics are run in partnership 

with local hospitals, Aboriginal Medical Centres, primary health clinics, and Immigration 

Centres to ensure families are supported in culturally safe and accessible environments. 

The costs to deliver each clinic flight generally fall between $1,500 and $1,800. This amount 

represents the operational cost to Little Wings, which is fully covered by them. All their pilots 

and crew are volunteers, and there is no cost to participating families or local medical 

services. There is a referral process involved in setting up clinics to be delivered in the 

community. 

Medical Wings delivered over 100 paediatric clinics last year across regional and remote 

NSW and QLD. Each clinic typically includes several paediatricians, and the program 

currently supports over 3,200 families and plays a vital role in improving access to healthcare 

in underserved areas. 

Medical Wings Paediatric Services flights can also include other specialists being flown in 

to meet the needs of the community where there is an identified gap in service delivery.  

3. Discussion 

Little Wings – Medical Wings are hoping to provide increased services to local communities 

by way of transporting medical specialists into community; whereby communities identify the 

specialists they require to address gaps in medical service provisions. 

The current need in the Bogan Shire community is quite high. Council has been informed 

by Little Wings – Medical Wings staff that there are over 100 children requiring Paediatric 

Services and potentially referrals on to other specialists as well. 

Benefits 

The benefits of the Medical Wings Paediatric Services to families, communities, and the 

health system includes: 

• access to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

• provision of GP Management Plans (GPMPs) – organised approach to care for people 

with chronic medical conditions 

• increased access to services and increased utilisation 
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• improved family wellbeing through decreased travel and reducing anxiety related to 

health access and treatment 

• alleviating economic burden through decreased travel costs, allowing parents and 

carers to stay within communities to continue working 

• strengthening the healthcare system through building capacity within the health 

workforce and reducing inappropriate use of paediatric hospital beds in rural and 

remote locations. 

 

Considerations 

• Medical Wings Service provision is currently dependent on funding from each local 

community through donations 

• The costs for delivering the service to local communities ranges between $18,000 

and $21,600 per year 

• The Duck Creek Committee recently donated $10,000 

• To introduce and keep the Medical Wings Service running for the next 12 months, a 

further $8,000 to $11,600 is required from the local community 

• In addition to paediatricians, Medical Wings has the capacity to include other 

specialists in their visiting clinics 

 

Funding Options 

Council could consider the following: 

• Promoting benefits of the Medical Wings Services to the local community to encourage 

businesses, community groups, sporting clubs and individuals to make donations. 

• Funding of between $8,000 and $11,600, subject to available budget, to make up the 

$18,000 to $21,600 needed for 12 months of service delivery. 

• Making application for grant funding. Council applied for a grant for $21,600 earlier in 

the year through a local charity but is yet to hear of the outcome of this application. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 
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5. Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. Supports in principle the introduction of Medical Wings Services visiting Nyngan for the 

benefit of the Bogan Shire Community. 

2. Raises community awareness of the benefits of the Medical Wings Service amongst 

the local community, including businesses, community groups, sporting clubs and 

individuals to make donations. 

3. Explores alternative funding sources to make up the $8,000 - $11,600 needed for 12 

months of service delivery to Bogan Shire residents. 

4. Recommends to the Alliance of Western Councils that the need for these services and 

funding shortfall be brought to the attention of both the Australian and NSW Health 

Ministers. 
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11.5 NYNGAN SHOW DAY  

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of community response to the declaration of 

a local event day / public holiday for Nyngan Show Day in 2026 and for Council to determine 

their request to the Minister for Industrial Relations accordingly.  

2. Background 

The NSW Government introduced legislation in 2010 which makes provision for the 

declaration of local event days as an alternative to local public holidays. Based on 

information provided by NSW Industrial Relations the potential impacts on business and the 

community for a public holiday as opposed to a local event day in a designated local 

government area are:  

Public Holidays 

• Banks are required to close unless they hold specific approval to remain open. 

• Shops are free to open without restriction. 

• All employees who work in the designated area are entitled to be absent from work. 

• Those employees who work may have an entitlement to penalty rates. 

Local Event Day 

• Banks and shops are free to open without restriction. 

• Entitlements to paid time off work or penalty rates for employees will only arise where 

they have been agreed at a workplace level.  

Following many years of representation from Nyngan schools and the general community 

who wished to fully participate in the Nyngan Show, Council has resolved since 2021 to 

apply for a full day Public Holiday on the Monday (the second and final day) for the Nyngan 

Show Day. 

3. Discussion 

As part of the standard public consultation process for the 2026 Show Day, Council is 

required to assess community sentiment by specifically targeted consultation with local 

banks, schools, major employers, and local transport companies, taking into consideration 

arrangements for students on the day as well as consideration of the costs and benefits to 

business and community. 

Council requested that submissions include a preference on whether the declaration of a 

Local Event Day over a Public Holiday was preferred. 
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Council’s application for a public holiday is due to the Minister for Industrial Relations by 

Tuesday, 28 October 2025. Broad community consultation has included a Facebook post, 

Public Notices in the Nyngan Weekly and a Public Notice on Council’s website. Letters were 

also sent to local business (major employers) and organisations. 

Council received 8 letters/emails in response to targeted consultation which have been 

included as attachments to this report for Council’s consideration in determining its 

application to the Minister for Industrial Relations.  

No other correspondence, submissions or community feedback was received at the time of 

writing the report. 

4. Attachments 

1. Response - Commonwealth Bank - Nyngan Branch   

2. Response - Langley's Coaches   

3. Response - Neill Earthmoving   

4. Response - Girilambone Public School   

5. Response - Hermidale Public School   

6. Response - Nyngan High School   

7. Response - St Josephs School   

8. Response – Aeris Resources 

5. Recommendation 

For Council’s consideration. 
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12 FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

12.1 SUMMARY OF RATE AND ANNUAL CHARGES COLLECTION  

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide a comparison of rate collections as at 

30th September, 2025, with the same period last year. 

2. Background 

This report is provided for the information of Councillors.  

3. Discussion 

 

Total arrears have decreased from $481,661 at the 30th September 2024 to $402,884 as at 

30th September this year.  

Each instalment amounts to approximately $1,549,000 (Total Rates, Waste, Water & Sewer 

Access Charges) 

As at the 30th September Council had collected $110,796 less than at the same time last 

year. At the time of writing this report, Council has collected an additional $47,342. 

4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Rate and Annual Charges collection report for September 
2025. 
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12.2 INVESTMENTS SEPTEMBER 2025 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to outline the performance of Council's investment portfolio for 

the month of September 2025. 

2. Background 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 a report 

must be presented to the Council setting out details of all the money that the Council has 

invested under section 625 of the Act. 

3. Discussion 

The Investment Report for September 2025 is shown below. At the 31st September 2025 

Council had $34 million invested. There has been an increase of $1.3 million due to Council 

receiving payment of the 4th Instalment of the NSW Infrastructure Betterment Fund and the 

final claim for 2024/2025 from Transport for NSW for ordered works and RMAP claims. 

Consideration of this report means that Council is complying with the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2005. 

Investment Movements for September 2025 

It is hereby certified that these investments have been made in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1993 and the Regulations thereto. 

 

4. Attachments  -  Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Investments Report for September 2025.  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 23 October 2025 

 

Item 12.3 Page 216 

12.3 DELIVERY PROGRAM 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding progress with respect to the 

principal activities detailed in Council’s adopted Delivery Program. 

2. Background 

The General Manager is required under the provisions of Section 404(5) of the Local 

Government Act to provide Council with regular reports regarding progress with respect to 

the principal activities detailed in Council’s Delivery Program. 

Council previously resolved that these reports be provided in October and April. 

3. Discussion 

A full Delivery Program Report listing each strategy and activity in the Delivery Program is 

available on request from the General Manager or on Council’s website. Attached to this 

report, however, is an extract of the full Delivery Program Report showing those activities 

which are marked as:- 

• Not started (NS) 

• Not progressing (NP) 

• Progressing with issues (PWI) 

• Completed (C) 

All other activities not shown in the attachment, are marked as “Progressing – No Issues”. 

The Report mirrors the layout of Council’s Delivery Program and 2025/2026 Operating Plan 

and Budget. Directors responsible for each of the activities listed under the Strategies and 

Outcomes have indicated the current status of the activity and, where appropriate, have 

included comments. 

4. Attachments 

1. Extract of Delivery Program Report - 2025/2026 Activities   

5. Recommendation 

That Council receive and note the Delivery Program report. 
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12.4 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT - SEPTEMBER 2025 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to: 

1. Receive and note the September 2025 Quarterly Budget Review Statement Report 

prepared in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation, 2005. 

2. Amend the 2025/26 Operating and Capital Budgets in accordance with the 

recommended variations listed in the Attachments to this Report. 

 

2. Background 

Clause 203(1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that Council 

complete a Budget Review Statement not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter 

(except the June quarter). The Regulation requires the Statement to show, by reference to 

the estimate of income and expenditure included in the Operational Plan for the relevant 

year, a revised estimate of the income and expenditure for that year. 

The Review considers changes in the financial landscape as well as changes in Council’s 

priorities and goals and is a key mechanism for maintaining sound financial management of 

Council’s resources. 

The figures in the Projected Year End Result column are the estimate of income/spending 

at the end of the financial year. It is the sum of the originally adopted budget for 2025/2026, 

plus items carried forward from 2024/2025, plus or minus recommended changes made at 

this first quarter review. 

New uniform Quarterly budget review templates have been released by the Office of Local 

Government (OLG) that still require some work from the OLG before they can be completed 

and submitted both to Council and to the OLG. These are intended to be presented to 

Council at the next Council meeting. 

3. Discussion 

Performance Against Budget 

The year to date performance against budget shows a $213 adjustment to the original 

projected balance. Council budgeted for a cash surplus of $307,314 overall and the changes 

to the budget now show a cash surplus of $307,527 across all funds. Council should note 

an amount of $39,399 was transferred from cash reserves to balance the Sewer Fund in the 

original budget and it will now be $51,899 and $136,223 was transferred in from the Plant 

Fund in the 2025/2026 original budget. 

The general fund now shows a cash surplus of $22,631 which is a change of $213 to the 

original surplus. All changes to the budget for the first quarter have been offset against other 

changes. One of the changes are adjustments by the Federal Government to the Financial 

Assistance Grant (FAG) which has increased in the General component and the Local 

Roads component to what was originally budgeted, other adjustments are listed in Appendix 

B of this report. 
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Council will receive additional Financial Assistance Grant in 2025/2026 to what was 

originally budgeted. $100,941 extra in the General Purpose component and $14,304 extra 

in the Local Roads component of the grant making a net favourable adjustment of $115,245.     

The Sewer Fund has a change to the original budget of $12,500 and as this fund was already 

in deficit it is recommended that the funds be transferred in from the Sewer fund cash 

reserves. 

The Water Fund has no changes to the original budget. 

As always Councillors and staff need to be aware of decisions made and there impact on 

Councils budget. It is always important that corresponding savings are found when making 

decisions on additional spending and this is not always possible therefore funds would need 

to come from any available surplus cash.  

Attachments 1 and 2 (Operating Budget) with 3 and 4 (Capital Budget) detail the effect of 

budget review changes for the financial year to date as well as recommended changes for 

this quarter. 

All changes to the budget reflect where costs are more or less than originally budgeted, or 

income received is going to be increased or reduced. Other changes to the budget are where 

Council has resolved to spend additional funds to the original budget. The budget is 

therefore adjusted accordingly to reflect these changes.  

 

Cash 

Council is holding significant cash balances once again due to prepayment of approximately 

50% of the 2025/2026 Financial Assistance Grant (FAG) and the outstanding claim from 

Transport for NSW for ordered works and RMAP, as well as receiving the first quarterly 

instalments of the FAG and the majority of the first instalment of rates having been paid. 

Council also, still holds grants funds that are restricted for their specific purpose as well as 

the Waste, Water and Sewer Funds being externally restricted and can only be used for the 

Waste, Water and Sewer operations. Consequently, the cash balance is expected to 

decrease over the next nine months as funds are expended. 

As at 30th June 2026 Council had $8,760,000 in unrestricted cash. 

The cash position of individual funds is shown in Attachment 5 which also details the cash 

effects, if any, of budget review changes. The cash amount fluctuates throughout the year 

as cash is paid out and income is received. 
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Consulting and Legal Expenses 

Attachment 6 shows contractor payments exceeding $100,000, as well as expenditure on 

consultants and legal expenses for the September Quarter 2025.  

 

Statement by Responsible Accounting Officer 

The following statement is made in accordance with Clause 203(2) of the Local Government 

(General) Regulations 2005.  

It is my opinion that the Quarterly Budget Review Statement for Bogan Shire Council for the 

quarter ended 30/09/2025 indicates that Council’s projected financial position at 30/6/2026 

will be satisfactory at year end, having regard to the projected estimates of income and 

expenditure and the original budgeted income and expenditure.  

 

 

 

Signed: ____________________ date:   14/10/2025 

                 Stephanie Waterhouse 

Responsible Accounting Officer, Bogan Shire Council 
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4. Attachments 

1. Budget Review Income & Expenditure Statement - September 2025   

2. Budget Review Income & Expenditure Statement - Notes   

3. Budget Review Capital Budget - September 2025   

4. Budget Review Capital Budget - Notes   

5. Budget Review Cash Position - September 2025   

6. Budget Review Contracts - September Quarter 2025   

5. Recommendation 

That Council  

1. Receive and note the September 2025 Quarterly Budget Review Report. 

2. Amend the 2025/26 Operating and Capital Budgets in accordance with the 

recommended variations listed in the Attachments to this Report. 
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12.5 BANKING TENDER 

1. Introduction 

This report is to seek Council approval to commence a tender process for the provision of 

Council’s banking services to achieve best value for money and transparency. 

2. Background 

Council’s current banking services are provided by National Australia Bank (NAB). It has 

been 10 years since Council last went to tender for Banking Services in 2015. The NAB has 

served Council’s operational needs; however, it is timely to review the market to ensure 

Council continues to receive competitive, efficient, and innovative banking services. 

Council has previously resolved, prior to our last tender, to bank locally with a Bank that has 

full banking facilities located in a branch at Nyngan and this would then mean that only the 

National Australia Bank and the Commonwealth Bank would be considered. 

3. Discussion 

Banking services are critical to Council’s financial operations, including: 

• Transactional banking (accounts, payments, receipts) 

• Merchant services 

• Online banking platforms 

• Investment services 

• Financial reporting and integration with Council systems 

A tender process will allow Council to: 

• Benchmark current services and costs 

• Explore opportunities for improved technology and service delivery 

• Consider sustainability and ethical banking practices 

The proposed tender will be structured to allow flexibility in service delivery with evaluation 

criteria including cost, service capability, technology, and customer service. 

Financial Implications: 

• Costs associated with the tender process will be met within existing operational 

budgets. Potential savings or service improvements may be realised through a 

competitive process. 

Policy and Legislative Implications: 

While Council is not legally required to go to tender for banking services, Councils may 
choose to do so to ensure value for money, transparency and competitive service offerings 
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4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

1. That the General Manager calls for tenders for the provision of banking services from 

National Australia Bank (NAB) and from the Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA), 

being the only banks with full banking facilities at a branch in Nyngan. 

2. That a further report be presented to Council upon completion of the tender evaluation, 

recommending the preferred provider. 
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13 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES REPORTS 

13.1 DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITY REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information regarding the activities of 

the Infrastructure Services Department. 

2. Background 

A regular activity report is provided for the information of Councillors. 

3. Discussion 

Roads 

Road work undertaken for the reporting period 11 September 2025, to 2 October 2025 

consisted of the following: 

No. Name  Comments  

 Local Roads  

1 Mulla Road  Patch grading completed  

25 Merryanbone Road Maintenance grading completed  

3 Buddabadah Road Patch grading completed  

38 Billandry Road  Maintenance grading completed  

74 Doney’s Road  Maintenance grading completed 

8 Bobadah Road Maintenance grading completed 

5 Peisley Road  Maintenance grading completed 

40 Plummers Road Maintenance grading completed 

4 Dandaloo Road  Maintenance grading completed 

40 Plummers Road Grid abutments removal  

11 Honeybugle Road  Grid abutments removal  

76 Cox’s Road Sign maintenance  

74 Doney’s Road Sign maintenance 

22 Moonagee Road Sign maintenance 

20 Murrawombie Road  Spraying of roadside vegetation 
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No. Name  Comments  

 Local Roads  

79 New Bogan Road Sign maintenance 

 

 

 Regional Roads   

MR 424 
Monkey Bridge 

Road 
Maintenance grading completed  

MR 424 
Monkey Bridge 

Road 
Sign maintenance   

MR 228 
Hermidale 

Nymagee Road  
Spraying of roadside vegetation 

  

 State Highways   

HW8 Barrier Highway Spraying of roadside vegetation  

HW7 Mitchell Highway Pothole repairs  

HW8  Barrier Highway  Pothole repairs 

HW7  Mitchell Highway  Sign maintenance  

HW8 Barrier Highway  Sign maintenance 

HW70 Arthur Hall VC Way  Sign maintenance 

HW70 Arthur Hall VC Way Pothole repairs  

 

Council has completed pothole repairs on the following roads: 

 

 

 

• Nyngan Town Streets  • Canonba Road  

• Mulla Road • Barrier Highway  

• Arthur Hall VC Way   • Mitchell Highway   

• Murrawombie Road   • Bogan Shire depot  
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The upcoming Road Works Program includes, but is not limited to, the following works:   

• Maintenance grading on the following roads: Dandaloo, Gongolgon, Shannonvale, 

Warrah, Logans. 

• Resources for Regions 5km of Construction on Coffils Lane 

• Re-sheeting sections of Peisley, Monkey Bridge, Dandaloo, Larsen’s, New Bogan, & 

Colane roads  

Works and Services 

The work undertaken during this reporting period consisted of the following: 

Civil Works  

• Carried out repairs to the river level gauges at Jack Hargreaves Park 

• Completed upgrades to the Senior Citizens Hall access  

• Completed car park drainage at Bogan Shire Youth Centre  

• Installed a new cubby house at the Early Learning Centre. The original was damaged in 

a storm 

• Removed graffiti and a burnt-out vehicle at the River. 

Community Facilities 

• Mowing/slashing and maintenance of ovals, reserves and Highway approaching Nyngan 

(ongoing)  

• Cleaning of Town facilities 

• Cleaning and sweeping of the Nyngan Main Street  

• Completed quarterly wash down of the Main Street footpaths  

Water & Wastewater 

• Repaired a leak on mains cock on the corner of Terangion and Cathundral Streets 

• Cleared a sewer choke at 21 Ellen Street  

• Albert Priest Channel was shut down on the 19th September; having received a short 

natural flow in the Bogan River. The weir pool and off river storages are at full capacity 

• Replaced 10 meters of sewer reticulation at No 4 Pump Station on Hoskins Street 

• Carried out quarterly water meter readings 

• Commenced works on installation of off take structure from Albert Priest Channel to 

Belaringar Creek 

4. Attachments   -  Roads Maintenance Map   

5. Recommendation 

That the Infrastructure Departmental Report be received and noted.   
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13.2 AERODROME LIGHTING GRANT  

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s direction on the funding source to replace the 

Pilot Activated Lighting (PAL) system at Nyngan Aerodrome. 

2. Background 

A report was presented to Council's August 2025 meeting regarding the likely cost to replace 

the PAL at Nyngan aerodrome. This is estimated to be $467,000, with no allowance for 

contingency. The report (attached) also included information on potential funding sources.  

Funding sources include the approved Federal Government’s Remote Airstrip Upgrade 

Grant of $116,550, the submitted application under the NSW government’s Regional 

Economic Development and Community Investment Program (REDCIP) programme in the 

amount of $515,533, and potential Council funds. 

3. Discussion 

The first milestone for the Federal Government grant is due on 31 October 2025, for the 

completion of design and procurement. As the project is not fully funded, this work has not 

yet been undertaken.  

The acquittal date for the Federal Government grant and final report has already been 

extended to May 2026. We have been advised that under this grant it is not possible to do 

part of the project as the funding application was for a complete PAL. 

At the time of writing, no advice as to the outcome of the REDCIP application has been 

received. 

Accordingly, if Council wishes to proceed with a PAL, and utilise the $116,550 grant (with 

associated acquittal timing), funding will need to be allocated. As outlined in the August 2025 

report funding sources include: 

• Re-allocation of the $130,000 currently allocated for exclusion fencing.  

• Loan 

• Re-allocation of other budgeted funds 

4. Attachments 

1. August 2025 Business Paper   

5. Recommendation 

For Council’s consideration 
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13.3 WATER EXTENSIONS POLICY FURTHER INFORMATION 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide further information to enable Council to consider and 

adopt a policy regarding requests for extensions to water services and water mains. 

2. Background 

A report was presented to Council’s meeting of September 2025 outlining considerations 

and a draft Policy for Extending Town Water Supply.  

At Councils Meeting on 25 September 2025, Council resolved (215/25): 

“1. That between now and the next Council meeting, an investigation is done on Mr 

Robbs requirements, with a further report to the October Council Meeting. 

2. That the Director of Infrastructure Services presents a report with more detail with 

existing pipelines and potential flow rates that may limit or enhance decision-

making, with a resubmitted draft new policy.” 

3. Discussion 

Mr Robb was contacted and has advised that the proposed water connection would be for 

a wash basin and toilet at a shearing shed. The shed would be used 8 – 10 times per year, 

for four or five people. It is noted that clause 3e of the 2006 policy states that “Town water 

can only be used for urban and domestic purposes only, not for stock watering or agricultural 

purposes.” 

In response to Part 2 of the above resolution, an updated sketch of currently serviced 

properties, including pipe details, and corrections to serviced properties is attached. 

Councillors will note that the majority of the extensions are 50mm poly lines. This diameter 

of pipeline will not provide the minimum fire hydrant firefighting flow of 10l/s at 150kPa. 

Pressure and flow tests were undertaken at several locations on 30 September with the 

results tabulated below. 
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 Pressure 
Static 

Pressure 
with flow 

Flow rate 

Tottenham Rd (Raw water Pump Station) 215kPa 50kPa 28l/min 

Dandaloo St (Southern end) 210kPa 70kPa 40l/min 

Saleyards 215kPa   45kPa 26l/min 

Old Warren Rd (Abattoir) 230kPa 70kPa 56l/min 

Canonba Rd (Waste Depot) 250kPa  70kPa 40l/min 

Jubilee Street (on 50mm extension) 220kPa  50kPa 32l/min 

 

As a comparison, pressure and flow testing was undertaken at the Council Chambers on 2 

October 2025. The results were 240kPa static, 80kPa flowing, and 42l/min.  All tests were 

undertaken at hose taps. 

Council’s Policy of 2006 included the below clause: 

“If a water service would not supply 0.5 litres per second flow into the dwelling, without 

affecting other consumers, the service must discharge to an enclosed tank on the property, 

and the water then pumped to the dwelling.” 

Based on the above test results any additional services on the saleyards line, Tottenham 

Road line, and Jubilee Street line are unlikely to achieve 0.5l/s without affecting other 

consumers. 

In contrast, it appears that there is currently some capacity for additional users on the 

Dandaloo Street, Old Warren Road, and Canonba Road lines. Even with these lines it would 

be prudent to condition any approval with the requirement of a trickle discharge to an 

enclosed tank on the property, and the water then pumped to the dwelling. This reduces the 

risk to Council of future pressure/flow complaints and provides an onsite water storage for 

firefighting. 

In the discussion of potential extension limits Councillors also mentioned the desire for 

farmlets outside of the flood levee. It is understood that this would require an amendment to 

Council’s Local Environment Plan (LEP). Given the duration of the current amendment for 

Tabratong Street, an amendment to facilitate farmlets is likely to be a lengthy process. 

It is logical that any additional water services outside the flood levee align with the LEP or 

proposed future amendments to the LEP. For example, if Council proposes to amend the 

LEP to facilitate farmlets east of Nyngan (due to lower flood impacts) then inclusion of some 

additional customers along Old Warren Road would align with this. 

Any significant expansion of customers should align with the LEP and needs to be planned 

as the existing 50mm poly lines will need to be upgraded. Ideally those benefitting from the 

water supply, pay for the upgrade rather than other ratepayers. 
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Council also needs to be cognisant of our current water allocation and not over commit 

development. As previously advised that there is only a 10 – 20% contingency over the full 

development within the flood levee, based on current usage of 750 – 850ML per annum. 

Councillors will also recall Minute (122/2022) which limited extraction from the Nyngan 

emergency bore to 200ML per year. 

With respect to a policy on Extending Town Water Supply, a course of action may be to: 

• Adopt the Policy as presented in September 2025 

• Resolve to fund an amendment to the LEP to allow farmlets (or other higher density 

development) outside the levee,  

• Determine the cost of upgrading water mains, and the area to be benefitted to 

determine an appropriate contribution per lot, & 

• Amend the Policy for Extending Town Water Supply once the direction of 

development is known. 

4. Attachments 

1. Sketch indicating properties outside of the Nyngan Levee that have reticulated town 
water   

5. Recommendation 

 For Council’s consideration 
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14 DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORTS 

14.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of Development Applications that have been 

submitted to Council for approval. 

2. Discussion 

Two new Development Applications and one Complying Development Certificate 

Application were received during the reporting period. The table below outlines Development 

Applications that are currently under assessment: 

Council staff continue to receive enquiries and assist the public in relation to Development 

Applications and the complexity of their lodgment on the NSW Planning Portal.  

 

Attachment 1 contains statistical and historical information in relation to applications 

received. 

3. Attachments 

1. Development Applications Statistics   

4. Recommendation 

That the Development Applications Report be received and noted. 

  

DA 

NUMBER 
APPLICANT ADDRESS DESCRIPTION 

VALUE 

($) 
PROGRESS 

2024/004 Mr I Bennett 60 Nymagee St, 
Nyngan  

New Awning $35,000 Approved  

2025/013 Mr T Lewis 32 Ellen St, 
Nyngan 

New shed $50,000 Approved  

2025/014 Mrs C Watt 7 Derrybong St, 
Nyngan  

Pergola $6,000 Approved  

2025/016 Mr T Richards 77 Warren St, 
Nyngan 

New shed $30,000 On Public Exhibition  

2025/017 Tritton 
Resources  

Mitchell 
Highway, 
Girilambone 

Test pit $3,000 Under assessment 

CDC 

2025/003 

Tritton 
Resources 

177 Railway 
Road, 
Girilambone 

Construction of 

Overhead 

Powerline 

$718,600 Approved 
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14.2 NYNGAN SALEYARDS REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the unmonitored water use at the Nyngan 

Sale Yards and provide an update on the current status of the site. 

2. Background 

At the March 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting, a report was presented outlining 

correspondence received from the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

(DPIE) regarding changes to the Crown Land Management Act 1916. Under these changes, 

Council was offered the option to voluntarily convert its Perpetual Special Lease 78218 on 

the Nyngan Sale Yards to freehold. 

Council resolved (047/2020) to authorise the General Manager to investigate the potential 

economic value of purchasing the site for development or sale to commercial interests.  

A follow-up report was presented at the June 2020 meeting. It confirmed that Council was 

under no obligation to purchase the site and that the lease would continue under its current 

terms and conditions (excluding possible rent adjustments).  

The investigation identified a number of risks associated with maintaining the site as a sale 

yard, despite it not being used commercially at the time. There was evidence the facility had 

been accessed to hold stock and that the truck wash bay had been used without Council’s 

knowledge or permission. 

To address unauthorised access, signage stating “No Unauthorised Access” has since been 

installed at both entrances to the site to mitigate risk and reduce liability to Council. 

Council at its Ordinary Meeting in July 2020 resolved (191/2020) to decommission the sale 

yards, advertise the facility for dismantling and removal, and return the land to the Crown.  

A rescission motion was subsequently passed (192/2020), resolving that: 

1. Council purchase the Nyngan Sale Yards from the Crown for $35,100, to be funded 

from Council reserves; and 

2. The General Manager report back to Council on necessary measures to allow future 

use of the site, including an RMS heavy vehicle uncoupling station, wash bay for 

trucks and hold over area for livestock. 

Council submitted the purchase application on 25 August 2020. However, due to changes 

in legislation, the transfer has not yet been finalised. Staff have been advised that the 

necessary legislative amendments are underway to allow completion of the purchase. 

3. Discussion 

The Nyngan Sale Yards site comprises 22.36 hectares (55 acres) and is zoned RU1 – 

Primary Production. This zoning places limitations on permitted uses which is outlined in the 

Bogan LEP extract (Attachment 1). Council continues to lease the site and intends to finalise 

the purchase once legislation allows. The lease payment was made in February 2025 at a 

cost of $604.00 to Council. 
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The most recent recorded use of the sale yards was on 9 September 2014, when 58 head 

of cattle were sold, generating $167 for Council. Since that time, the site has not been 

actively used, and maintenance has not been prioritised, resulting in significant deterioration 

of infrastructure. 

A risk assessment completed in June 2020 identified key issues: 

• The facility is in poor condition and would require significant investment in materials, 

labour, and plant to bring it up to a usable standard. 

• Stock ramps are damaged, with non-functional lifting mechanisms. 

• Effluent management systems are inadequate. 

• Yards, gates, and concrete flooring require extensive repair, and water troughs need 

cleaning and maintenance. 

It is likely that the condition of the site has worsened since the 2020 inspection due to 

continued inactivity and lack of maintenance. 

Roads and Maritime Services- Heavy Vehicle Uncoupling Station 

In 2020 Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) expressed interest in the site for an uncoupling 

bay for heavy vehicles and road trains. The location of the site was appealing as it is close 

to the junction of the Barrier and Mitchell Highways. RMS advised the Roads Manager that 

they would come back to Council in the future however this endeavour has not progressed 

to date.  

Should RMS renew interest in leasing the site, required improvements (including a compliant 

wash bay) could potentially be funded by RMS. 

Wash Down Bay 

The existing truck wash bay does not meet environmental standards and would require a 

major upgrade to meet environmental and operational requirements if it were to operate 

commercially.  

Attachment 2 outlines standards and what would be required if Council were to consider 

upgrading the truck wash bay. 

The existing wash down bay consists of a water tank, hard stand and settling ponds with the 

key issues being: 

• Lack of an oil/water separator 

• No authorised discharge point or tank 

• Inadequate bunding 

• Risk of environmental breaches under the EP&A Act. 
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Despite the wash bay no longer being commercially available, water usage data suggests 

that the wash bay has continued to be used without authorisation, resulting in ongoing cost 

to Council as outlined in the following table: 

Year Water Cost 

2021 $18,398.75 

2022 $5,750.35 

2023 $5,688.45 

2024 $7,904.10 

2025 $6,970.95 

First quarter this FY $3,843.40 

 

To reduce environmental risk and prevent further unauthorised use, it is recommended 

that the water supply to the wash bay be isolated. 

Should Council wish to consider upgrading the facility in the future, costings would need to 

be obtained and funding sourced. Additionally, management arrangements and user 

charging systems would need to be developed.  

Hold Over Area for Livestock 

Re-establishing the yards as a livestock hold over area would require major upgrades and 

compliance with current animal welfare standards (Attachment 3), including shaded areas 

for stock during high temperatures. 

If the site were to be used for livestock purposes the following would be required: 

• Rehabilitation and upgrade of facilities ensuring identified risks are addressed 

• Implementation of an ongoing maintenance plan 

• Allocation of staff for management and compliance 

Council must consider whether it is prepared to invest the necessary resources and funding 

to restore the facility to an operational standard given that it is very unlikely that the outlay 

of costs will be recouped. 

The sale yards have not been in commercial use since 2014, and Council has received little 

to no enquiries regarding their use. Instead, Council has continued to utilise the livestock 

yards at the showground for events such as ram sales. 

It is also important to note that should Council authorise access to the site, it would assume 

full responsibility for managing risks related to property, livestock, public safety, 

environmental compliance, and biosecurity. Council would also be responsible for Chain of 

Responsibility requirements for vehicles entering the site. 
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4. Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Zone RU1   

2. Attachment 2 - Transport NSW Guide   

3. Attachment 3  - Australian Animal Welfare Standards - extract   

5. Recommendation 

1. That Council water supply to the sale yard truck wash area be disconnected to 

prevent unauthorised use. 

2. That the Nyngan Saleyard Report be received and noted. 
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14.3 BOGAN RIVER BUSHCARE REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the activities undertaken by the Bogan 

River Bushcare Group. 

2. Background 

The Bogan River Bushcare Group (BRBCG) was established in 2022 through grant funding 

from the NSW Government. The program has proven successful and has continued to grow. 

A stocked nursery is now established, planting days along the Bogan River with the 

community have occurred with the vision to continue community involvement and work 

towards rehabilitating areas along the banks of the Bogan River at Nyngan. 

3. Discussion 

Nursery Operations 

The BRBCG continues to effectively manage and maintain the now well-established native 

plant nursery, which currently handles approximately 1500 plants. Ongoing tasks include 

regular watering, weeding, fertilising, repotting as needed, and the maintenance and 

inspection of the nursery's irrigation system. 

 

The plants grown and cared for at the nursery support not only Bushcare rehabilitation 

projects but are also supplied to various Council managed areas, including parks and 

gardens. 
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The nursery infrastructure includes: 

• Two sheds for potting, seed handling, and other activities 

• One storage shed 

• Six plant benches 

• Retractable shade cover 

• A dedicated shadehouse 

• Hardening-off area 

• Fully operational irrigation system 

In addition, native trees and shrubs have been planted around the nursery grounds to 

demonstrate vegetation types beneficial for native wildlife and to encourage biodiversity 

education. 

Community Engagement 

BRBCG is strengthening community connections through hands on events and educational 

activities. Since August, community days have been held on the second and fourth Thursday 

of each month at both the nursery and along the banks of the Bogan River at Nyngan. 

Community days at the Bogan River 

• Weeding Day: Focused on removing invasive species around the lower weir. 

• Revegetation and Weed Control Day: Included planting of native species around the 

Bushcare outdoor classroom to restore the natural environment and attract local fauna. 

A weed control strategy is currently being developed in response to a noticeable increase 

in weed growth this year. Plantings included: 

o Eucalyptus: 5 

o Acacia: 5 

o Shrubs: 3 

o Groundcovers: 9 

Community days at the Nursery 

• Propagation Day: Involved dividing and potting various native grasses to expand stock. 

• Weeding and Planting Day: Included weeding garden beds and planting native trees and 

shrubs from the Nyngan area in the nursery’s Bush Garden. This space is intended to 

showcase local flora and educate the community about their ecological roles, including 

habitat and food sources for native fauna. 

Community response has been positive. Since advertising regular events via social media 

and local flyers, public interest has increased. Once the current community day structure is 

fully established, BRBCG aims to introduce additional events on weekends and during 

school holidays. 
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The layout of the nursery and community hub, along with the acquisition of necessary tools 

and equipment, has enabled the group to offer a variety of activities during community days 

— from propagation and planting to weeding and native seed handling. 

Outdoor Classroom 

The outdoor classroom which is located on the eastern side of the lower weir continues to 

be a well-utilised and enjoyable space for the community. It serves as both an educational 

and recreational asset, as well as a central hub for on-ground Bushcare activities carried out 

along the River. Photos of the outdoor classroom can be seen below. 
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Education – Local Schools 

BRBCG has initiated contact with local schools to align Bushcare activities with school 

curriculums and to enhance environmental education opportunities for students. 

• St Joseph’s School has invited BRBCG to attend a staff meeting to discuss collaborative 

opportunities. 

• Girilambone Public School has requested a visit from the group to explore future 

involvement. 

• A Nyngan High School teacher has reached out to request Bushcare support for classes 

traditionally held by the river.  

To support these educational efforts, BRBCG is developing a range of child-friendly 

educational tools and resources, including: 

• Nature-based craft activity guides 

• The ‘Bogan Bugs’ collection – a series of engaging information sheets designed to teach 

children about local insect species and their ecological importance. 

      

Indian Myna Bird Control 

BRBCG has also supported the rollout of the Indian myna bird trapping program. To date, 

17 Indian mynas have been successfully trapped and removed. This ongoing program aims 

to reduce the impact of this invasive species on native birds and ecosystems. 

Upcoming Activities 

In the coming months, BRBCG will take advantage of warmer weather to: 

• Begin propagation of native plants and seed germination using locally collected seeds 

• Relocate growing plants within the nursery according to their specific light and moisture 

needs 
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• Transition seedlings from the shade house to the hardening-off area, ensuring proper 

acclimatisation before planting in the ground. 

These processes aim to enhance plant survival rates and improve biodiversity outcomes in 

local Bushcare projects. 

Regular community days are to continue on the second and fourth Thursday of each month: 

• Nursery Community Days 

These events will provide public access to the nursery, allowing hands on participation 

in propagation and seed handling activities. 

• Bogan River Community Days 

Focused on planting and weed control, these days will further community engagement, 

raise awareness of the group’s efforts, and improve the natural environment along the 

river. 

The long-term objective is to establish a stable and committed group of volunteers to support 

regular Bushcare activities. 

Bog Garden Development 

BRBCG is currently developing a ‘Bog Garden’ and wildlife pond at the nursery. Plants and 

small aquatic species have been ethically sourced from the Bogan River to populate this 

space. The garden is designed to demonstrate the importance of wetland habitats and 

further support native biodiversity. 

 

Other  

Recently, native plants grown at the Bushcare nursery were donated and gifted to new 

Australian citizens to help promote a sense of community and encourage care for the local 

environment. 

The BRBCG has also worked alongside Council’s gardening team on spring plantings and 

provided specialised advice to support planting efforts across various Council projects. 
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4. Attachments 

Nil 

5. Recommendation 

That the Bogan River Bushcare Report be received and noted. 
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15 PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

15.1 CORRESPONDENCE TO ROY BUTLER FROM HON. JENNY AITCHISON MP 
MINISTER FOR ROADS, MINISTER FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORT 

Correspondence from Roy Butler, copy of correspondence from Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, 

Minister for Roads, Minister for Regional Transport, regarding sealed shoulders along the 

Mitchell Highway, south of Girilambone. 

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Roy Butlers Office &  Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, Minister for 
Roads, Minister for Regional Transport   

Recommendation 

For Noting. 
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15.2 CORRESPONDENCE FROM MH & K CARTER 

Correspondence received from MH & K Carter, regarding request for renaming of Days 

Road. 

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from MH & K Carter   

Recommendation 

For Council’s consideration. 
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15.3 CORRESPONDENCE FROM MRS SKEWPECK 

Correspondence received from Mrs Skewpeck, regarding the footpath at the corner of 

Derrybong and Cathundril Streets. 

Director of Infrastructure Service Comment: 

The area in question was a grassed table drain which held water. The drain was cleaned to 

facilitate flow, and will be trimmed with a grader in the near future.  

This section of Derrybong Street is one of many streets in Nyngan that have earth/grass table 

drains. 

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Mrs Skewpeck   

Recommendation 

For Noting. 
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16 MEETING CLOSURE 


