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14 DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORTS 

14.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of Development Applications that have been 

submitted to Council for approval. 

2. Discussion 

Three new Development Applications were received during the reporting period. The table 

below outlines Development Applications that are currently under assessment: 

Council staff continue to receive enquiries and assist the public in relation to Development 

Applications and the complexity of their lodgment on the NSW Planning Portal.  

 

Attachment 1 contains statistical and historical information in relation to applications 

received. 

3. Attachments 

1. Development Applications Statistics   

4. Recommendation 

That the Development Applications Report be received and noted. 

  

DA 

NUMBER 
APPLICANT ADDRESS DESCRIPTION VALUE ($) PROGRESS 

2025/016 Mr T Richards 77 Warren St, 
Nyngan 

New shed $30,000 Approved  

2025/017 Tritton 
Resources  

Mitchell 
Highway, 
Girilambone 

Test pit $3,000 Approved  

2024/014 Mr S Issa 15 Pine Street, 
Girilambone 

Hotel/Motel 

accommodation 

$1,607,026  Under assessment 

2025/015 Ms J New 34 Dandaloo 
Street, Nyngan 

New Private 

Shed 

$13,240 Under assessment 

2025/018 Mr V 
Williamson 

66 Bogan 
Street, Nyngan  

New Multi 

Dwelling 

$1,400,408 Under assessment 
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14.2 BIOSECURITY AND WEEDS REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the activities and statistics relating to 

Council’s Biosecurity and weed functions.  

2. Background 

Council employs a Biosecurity and Weeds Officer who is an Authorised Officer under the 

Biosecurity Act 2015. This position undertakes a range of activities to ensure Council, as the 

local control authority, remains compliant.  

3. Discussion 

A major requirement of Council’s Biosecurity and Weeds Officer (BWO) is the 

implementation, monitoring and reporting of the NSW Weed Action Plan (WAP).  

The WAP is a NSW government initiative to reduce the impact of weeds. The Department 

of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) provides the program funding to 

Local Land Services who operate at a regional level and roll out the WAP. Bogan Shire 

Council enters into an Agreement with the Central West Local Land Services on an annual 

basis to secure grant funding to assist with weed management.  

The WAP has a number of components to adhere to with targets set annually and key 

aspects include:  

• Roadside inspections – looking for existing or new weed incursions. 

• Water course inspections - looking for existing or new weed incursions. 

• Rail corridor inspections - looking for existing or new weed incursions. 

• Inspections of nurseries, pet shops, sale yards and quarries. 

• Inspections of land owned / managed by state bodies (Crown Land). 

• Inspections of Council owned land. 

• Private property inspections. 

• Follow up inspections. 

 

Additional requirements of the WAP include: 

• Continually review and improve early detection capabilities. 

• Undertake regular review of sightings to identify and address emerging trends that could 

lead to increased biosecurity risks. 

• Increase public awareness of incursion risk and reporting mechanisms. 

• Maintain a sufficient state-wide network of biosecurity staff to respond to incursions. 

• Provide a range of information, education and training resources. 

• Maintain an adequate network of biosecurity professionals across the state that can be 

rapidly deployed to manage biosecurity emergencies. 
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• Maintain an adequate network of biosecurity professionals across the state that can be 

rapidly deployed to manage biosecurity emergencies. 

 

Further to the above listed requirements, quarterly reports, weed spraying and mapping of 

high-risk pathways are a fundamental part of the WAP.  

The phone app “Weed Wise” was developed by DPIRD and is also a useful tool to identify 

weeds and understand the biosecurity duty and control measures required.  

Council’s BWO is currently on track to meet all required WAP targets for the current financial 

year. Included as Attachment 1 is statistical information in relation to biosecurity and weed 

duties and WAP targets and completed activities for the 2024/2025 financial year. 

Weed Management 

A sample of an unknown cactus species located near Hermidale was sent to the NSW 

Herbarium for identification, which confirmed the species to be Opuntia polyacantha var. 

erinacea (Grizzly Bear Cactus), marking the first known occurrence of this species in New 

South Wales. The plant was promptly treated through chemical spraying.  

Cylindropuntia leptocaulis (Pencil Cactus) was also detected along the Booramugga Road. 

Some of these plants were sprayed while others were treated using biocontrol methods. 

This finding of Pencil Cactus is the first in the Bogan Shire and the Central West region. 

More than one hundred cacti representing four different species that were not infected with 

biocontrol agents were sprayed at Hermidale.  Opuntia elata (Riverina Pear) plants already 

infected with biocontrol were retained to support the continuation of the program. 

Around Coolabah, Opuntia stricta (Common Pear) was found, with more than one hundred 

plants infected with both cochineal and cactoblastis.  

Additional infestations of Opuntia robusta (Wheel Cactus) were located and treated at 

Miandetta, while Opuntia microdasys (Bunny Ears) and Cylindropuntia imbricata (Devil’s 

Rope) were detected and sprayed in the Hermidale area.  

All these sites will continue to be monitored and resprayed where required. 

Tiger Pear infestations along the Bogan River, extending from the Shire boundary to the 

Buddahbah Bridge and to the northern end of Mudal Reserve have been recorded and 

mapped. This mapping will allow both chemical and biocontrol programs to be coordinated 

effectively across these areas. Treatment of Opuntia aurantiaca (Tiger Pear) remains 

ongoing along Gunn’s Gully and at the Frank Smith Reserve in Nyngan.  

Under the Central West Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan (RSWMP), Coolatai 

Grass remains subject to an eradication order. Five main sites have been identified along 

the Barrier Highway, all of which are treated twice each year. Encouragingly, two of these 

sites have shown up to a fifty percent reduction over the past three years. 

Within the Western RSWMP area, Mother of Millions is also under an eradication order.  

Two active sites in Coolabah continue to be inspected annually and treated as required to 

maintain compliance and control. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 27 November 2025 

 

Item 14.2 Page 192 

Routine inspections and spraying were maintained throughout the reporting period, while 

biocontrol breeding at the Bushcare nursery continued to establish and sustain effective 

biological control populations.  

Committees and Representation 

At the Central West Regional Weeds Committee meeting in September 2025, Council’s 

BWO was re-elected as Chair for a further two-year term and was also recently recognised 

with the John Ryan Award by the Macquarie Valley Weeds Committee. 

The BWO also attended and presented two papers at the recent NSW Weeds Conference 

and also participated in workshops conducted by the Independent Biosecurity 

Commissioner on governance and compliance in pest and weed management.  

The Commissioner’s report from these workshops was released to government ministers in 

August 2025. 

Weed awareness has been promoted to the wider local community through the development 

of information flyers (Attachment 2) that were published on social media.  

 

4. Attachments 

1. Biosecurity Statistics and WAP targets 2024-2025   

2. Weed Awareness Flyers   

5. Recommendation 

That the Biosecurity and Weeds Report be received and noted. 
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14.3 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ACCOMMODATION 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of recently introduced reforms relating to 

construction workers’ accommodation, and to determine if Council wants to opt-in to the new 

provisions listed in the State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing SEPP) 2021.  

2. Background 

Councils and communities have faced significant challenges in providing temporary 

accommodation for workers associated with construction of large-scale development and 

infrastructure projects. The NSW Government has introduced further amendments to the 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing SEPP) 2021 to assist in clearer planning 

pathways for construction workers’ accommodation.  

3. Discussion 

Construction workers accommodation is for a fixed term and provides temporary housing 

for workers employed on large-scale development and infrastructure projects. This type of 

housing reduces the demand for temporary accommodation, which can be an issue when 

these sorts of projects commence. Construction workers’ accommodation is not suitable for 

long-term housing needs.  

Councils and applicants should explore other land uses for long-term housing solutions. 

Construction workers’ accommodation usually only operates during the construction 

process of the development and are decommissioned once this phase is complete. 

Proponents of projects in the following industries may be eligible to access the special 

provisions for construction workers’ accommodation: 

• electricity infrastructure development for renewable energy zones 

• mining 

• extractive industries 

• air transport facilities 

• port facilities and wharf or boating facilities 

• rail and related transport facilities 

• general public authority activities 

• rail infrastructure 

• water storage or water treatment facilities and pipelines. 

 

In response to the challenges communities are facing regarding temporary housing for 

construction works, further amendments were made to the State Environmental Planning 

Policy (Housing SEPP) 2021 to give Councils and potential applicants a clear planning 

pathway moving forward to improve certainty in the community regarding access to all 

housing types required.  

Councils not currently identified in Part 13 of the SEPP, including Bogan Shire Council, are 

required to opt-in to the new provisions by 31 March 2026 should they wish to participate.  
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If Council decides to opt in, this process can be coordinated by Council’s Planning staff in 

consultation with the NSW Department of Planning 

 
To accompany the reforms, the NSW Government has prepared the Guidelines for 

Construction Workers Accommodation – May 2025 (Attachment 1) to support proponents 

and Council’s in preparing and considering development applications lodged with Council 

for construction workers accommodation. 

4. Attachments 

1. Guidelines for construction workers accommodation May 2025   

5. Recommendation 

That Council opt-in to the Construction Workers Accommodation reforms listed under the 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing SEPP) 2021. 
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14.4 TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - 9 MUDAL STREET, NYNGAN 

1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a request for the removal of a large pine 

tree located on the nature strip at 9 Mudal Street, Nyngan. 

2. Background 

Council’s Tree Preservation Policy (TPP) states that where a request for tree removal does 

not meet the criteria for removal under the Policy, the matter may be referred to Council for 

determination. 

3. Discussion 

Council received a letter dated 24 October 2025 requesting the removal of a large pine tree 

(Pinus Halepensis) situated on the nature strip at 9 Mudal Street. The tree has been 

assessed in accordance with the Tree Preservation Policy (Attachment 2) and does not 

present any immediate risk to property. The most recent arborist report, dated April 2025, 

confirmed that the tree is in good health and was rated as a low risk against the tree risk 

assessment. As the request does not meet the removal criteria under the TPP, the matter 

is now referred to Council for consideration. 

Pictures below identify the pine tree requested for removal. 
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The applicant’s letter (Attachment 1) outlines several concerns relating to the tree, including: 

• Surface roots causing uneven ground, creating a trip hazard; 

• Sap dropping from the tree, preventing the applicant from parking along the kerb in 

front of their property; 

• Pine needle drop affecting the appearance of the front yard and inhibiting plant 

growth; 

• Difficulty constructing a proposed brick front fence due to the presence of tree roots, 

along with concerns that roots may later damage the fence once constructed. 

The applicant has indicated that, should the pine tree be removed, they are willing to plant 

and maintain ornamental trees in its place. 

According to the arborist report, the tree requested for removal stands at approximately 23 

metres tall with a 17 metre canopy. Whilst significant due to its age and size, the above-

mentioned concerns raised are relevant. 

Council may wish to consider the following options: 

Option one 

Approve that the pine tree be removed on the provision that the applicant plant and maintain 

trees supplied from the Bogan River Bushcare nursery. 

Option two 

Refuse the request to remove the pine tree.  

4. Attachments 

1. Tree Removal Request - 9 Mudal Stret, Nyngan   

2. DDES005 - Tree Preservation Policy   

5. Recommendation 

That Council approve that the pine tree be removed on the provision that the applicant 

maintain trees to be supplied from the Bogan River Bushcare Nursery. 
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15 PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

15.1 CORRESPONDENCE FROM NSW OFFICE OF SPORT - DEFIBRILLATOR 
GRANT PROGRAM 

Correspondence received from The NSW Office of Sport – Defibrillator Grant Program. 

Attachments 

1. Defibrillator Grant Program   

Recommendation 

For Notation. 
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15.2 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM WANGAAYPUWAN WELLNESS, 
NYNGAN LALC 

Correspondence received from Wangaaypuwan Wellness, Nyngan LALC. 
 
General Managers Note: Since receipt of correspondence, this organisation has requested 

a meeting with the General Manager to discuss the matter further. Consideration of this 

matter to be made after meeting. 

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Wangaaypuwan Wellness, Nyngan LALC   

Recommendation 

For Councils consideration. 
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15.3 CORRESPONDENCE FROM ROSLYN ELDAR - PROTECTING LOCAL 
INTEGRITY:REJECT BDS ALIGNED ACTIONS 

Correspondence received from Roslyn Eldar. 

Attachments 

1. Rejecting harmful BDS-alligned influence in local government   

Recommendation 

For Notation. 
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16 MEETING CLOSURE  


